2	THE GOLDEN LOTUS
"You had better go and tell Elegance," Hsi-m&i Ch'ing
said. Ch'ang declared that as they were going oiitside the
city they did not need a second girl. The two men went
away.
The next day, Hsi-mSn Ch'ing got up before dawn. The
Moon Lady had arranged breakfast for him and, immediately
he had eaten it, he got into a sedan-chair and went to the
temple of Kuan iftn for the beginning of the service. Nun
Wang came to the temple gate to meet him.
The nun read the prayers, and afterwards Hsi-m£n Ch'ing
went to change his clothes. Tea, cakes and fruits were brought
for him, but he took only a mouthful of tea. Then he went
back to his chair, bidding Shu T'ung stay for the remainder
of the service? When he reached home, the sun had only just
risen, but Ying Po-chueh and Ch'ang Chih-chieh had already
arrived.
Hsi-m£n Ch'ing laughed at them. "Who ever heard of
invitations for breakfast?" he said. "It is true I am not busy
to-day, but we can't go till afternoon."
"You don't understand, Brother," Ying Po-chueh said.
"Twenty K outside the city there is a park belonging to a
eunuch. It is beautiful and it is quiet. But it is so big that it
would take two days at least to appreciate all its beauties. We
must'go early and spend all day there."
"Brother," • Ch'ang Qjih-chieh said, "you have nothing
particular to do to-day. That is why we came so early. Let us
start at once."
"If you will have it so," said Hsi-mSn, "you go first and I
will join you there."
The two men set out, buf, sending the attendants in advance,
they themselves went to the bawdy-house and waited for
Golden Bracelet to go with them. Ying Po-chueh had arranged
for refreshments and engaged two actors.
Some time after Po-chueh had gone Hsi-mte Ch'ing got
into his sedan-^hair and went out of the city.
A thousand trees cast a deep shadow
And a brook meanders through them.
White walls enclose the ever-blooming flowers
And pleasant houses screen the quiet landscape.
Peach flowers blossoming at Wu Ling

